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electrical excitation pulse is
applied to the excitation coil

Figure 3

secondary coil voltage in the
secondary coil is then measured

position of the movable element
is determined on the basis of the
measured secondary coil voltage

electrical excitation pulse is
applied to the excitation coil

secondary coil voltage is
sampled and digitized for
digital further processing

Figure 4

position of the movable element is
determined on the basis of the sampled
and digitized measurement data
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1
METHOD AND POSITION DETECTION
APPARATUS FOR DETECTING A POSITION
OF A MOVABLE ELEMENT OF A DRIVE
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/EP2011/074079, filed Dec. 27, 2011
which claims the benefit of German Patent Application No.
102011 004 348, filed on Feb. 17,2011, the contents of all of
which are hereby incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND

The patent specification U.S. Pat. No. 6,781,524 discloses
aposition detection system for vehicles moving on a roadway.
The known system comprises a magnetic element arranged
on each of the vehicles. Sensor coils are arranged in the
roadway. If a vehicle with its magnetic element then travels
over such a sensor coil, a magnetic flux is generated in said
sensor coil by means of the magnetic element. The magnetic
flux can then be measured by means of the measurement of a
sensor coil voltage, such that a presence of the vehicle above
the sensor coil can be detected.

What is disadvantageous about this, for example, is that a
considerable time elapses before it is possible to determine a
vehicle position on the basis of the measured sensor coil
voltage. That is owing to the fact, in particular, that a continu-
ous periodic voltage signal is applied to the sensor coil, and so
only a continuous measurement signal is available for the
purpose of position determination, here the envelope of the
measurement signal being measured over a plurality of peri-
ods, which takes a considerable amount of time.

SUMMARY

A problem addressed by the present invention can there-
fore be considered that of providing a method for detecting a
position of a movable element of a drive apparatus which
overcomes disadvantages of known methods and enables
faster position detection. Other problems addressed by the
present invention can furthermore be considered that of pro-
viding a corresponding apparatus for detecting a position of a
movable element of a drive apparatus, and/or providing a
corresponding drive apparatus comprising a movable element
in which fast detection of the position of the movable element
is made possible.

In one embodiment, the invention comprises a method for
detecting a position of a movable element of a drive apparatus
is provided. The apparatus for detecting the position, which
can also be designated as a position detection apparatus,
comprises at least one excitation coil and at least one second-
ary coil assigned to the excitation coil.

An electrical excitation pulse is applied to the excitation
coil. Said excitation pulse then induces an electrical voltage in
the secondary coil. The secondary coil voltage is measured,
that is to say the electrical voltage present at the secondary
coil. The position of the movable element is subsequently
determined on the basis of the measured secondary coil volt-
age.

According to a further aspect of the present invention, an
apparatus for detecting a position of a movable element of a
drive apparatus is provided, which has at least one excitation
coil and at least one secondary coil assigned to the excitation
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coil. Furthermore, a pulse generator is provided, which is
formed so as to apply an electrical excitation pulse to the
excitation coil, with the result that an electrical voltage is
thereby induced in the secondary coil. Furthermore, a detec-
tor is formed, which can measure the electrical voltage in the
secondary coil, that is to say the secondary coil voltage. An
apparatus for detecting a position of a movable element of a
drive apparatus within the meaning of the present invention
can generally also be designated as a position detection appa-
ratus.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a drive
apparatus is provided, which comprises a movable element
and a position detection apparatus for detecting a position of
the movable element according to the present invention. Pref-
erably, i.e. in some preferred embodiments, the position
detection apparatus is formed in a manner integrated in the
drive apparatus. In some preferred embodiments, the position
detection apparatus can be formed separately from the drive
apparatus, with the result that retrofitting, for example sub-
sequent integration, on an existing drive apparatus is advan-
tageously possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus for detecting a position of a
movable element of a drive apparatus.

FIG. 2 shows a further apparatus for detecting a position of
a movable element of a drive apparatus.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for detecting a
position of a movable element of a drive apparatus.

FIG. 4 shows a further flow chart of a method for detecting
a position of a movable element of a drive apparatus.

FIG. 5 shows a drive apparatus.

FIG. 6 shows a further drive apparatus.

FIG. 7 shows another drive apparatus.

FIG. 8 shows a further drive apparatus.

FIG. 9 shows a module comprising two excitation coils
with assigned secondary coils.

FIG. 10 shows a schematic construction of a secondary
coil.

FIG. 11 shows a further module comprising three excita-
tion coils with assigned secondary coils.

FIG. 12 shows a graph showing a temporal profile of an
excitation pulse and an induced coil voltage.

FIG. 13 shows amovable element in the form of a disk with
stamped-out portions.

FIG. 14 shows the disk according to FIG. 13 in interaction
with an excitation coil and a plurality of secondary coils
assigned to the excitation coil.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following, reference is made to embodiments of the
present invention, including preferred embodiments. How-
ever, it should be understood that the invention is not limited
to specific described embodiments. Instead, any combination
of the following features and elements, whether related to
different embodiments or not, is contemplated to implement
and practice the invention. Furthermore, in various embodi-
ments the invention provides numerous advantages over the
prior art. However, although embodiments of the invention
may achieve advantages over other possible solutions and/or
over the prior art, whether or not a particular advantage is
achieved by a given embodiment is not limiting of the inven-
tion. Thus, the following aspects, features, embodiments and
advantages are merely illustrative and are not considered
elements or limitations of the appended claims except where
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explicitly recited in a claim(s). Likewise, reference to “the
invention” and/or to “the present invention” shall not be con-
strued as a generalization of any inventive subject matter
disclosed herein and shall not be considered to be an element
or limitation of the appended claims except where explicitly
recited in a claim(s).

Hereinafter, identical reference signs are used for identical
features.

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus 101 for detecting a position of a
movable element (not shown) of a drive apparatus (not
shown). The position detection apparatus 101 has at least one
excitation coil 102 and at least one secondary coil 102a
assigned to the excitation coil. Preferably, a plurality of exci-
tation coils and/or a plurality of secondary coils can also be
provided. The apparatus 101 furthermore comprises a pulse
generator 103, which can apply an electrical excitation pulse
to the excitation coil 102. On account of the electrical exci-
tation pulse being applied to the excitation coil 102, an elec-
trical coil voltage is induced in the secondary coil 102a.
Furthermore, a detector 105 is provided, which can measure
the secondary coil voltage. The position of the movable ele-
ment can be determined on the basis of the measured coil
voltage. By way of example, an evaluation apparatus can be
provided for the determination.

FIG. 2 shows a further apparatus 201 for detecting a posi-
tion of a movable element (not shown) of a drive apparatus
(not shown). The apparatus 201 has a logic circuit 203, which
is preferably formed as an FPGA or as an ASIC. The logic
circuit 203 has a pulse generator 205, which can apply an
electrical excitation pulse to the excitation coil 102 for induc-
ing an electrical coil voltage in the secondary coil 102a.
Furthermore, the logic circuit 203 has a detector 207 for
measuring the secondary coil voltage. The pulse generator
205 and the detector 207 can preferably be formed as an
electronic circuit in the logic circuit 203. However, it is also
possible, in particular, that the pulse generator 205 and/or the
detector 207 can be realized in the logic circuit 203 using
software.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for detecting a
position of a movable element of a drive apparatus by means
of a position detection apparatus comprising an excitation
coil and a secondary coil assigned to the excitation coil. In a
step 301, an electrical excitation pulse is applied to the exci-
tation coil, such that an electrical voltage or coil voltage is
induced in the secondary coil. In a subsequent step 303, the
secondary coil voltage in the secondary coil is then measured.
In a step 305, the position of the movable element is deter-
mined on the basis of the measured secondary coil voltage.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of another method for detecting
aposition of a movable element of a drive apparatus. In a step
401, an electrical excitation pulse is applied to the excitation
coil. As a consequence, an electrical voltage is thereby
induced in the secondary coil. In a step 403, the secondary
coil voltage is sampled and digitized for digital further pro-
cessing. In a subsequent step 405, the position of the movable
element is determined on the basis of the sampled and digi-
tized measurement data.

FIG. 5 shows a drive apparatus 501 comprising a movable
element 503. The movable element 503 is displaced by means
of a drive 505. Furthermore, an excitation coil 507 and a
secondary coil 509 assigned to the excitation coil 507 are
formed, which are comprised by an apparatus 511 which can
detect a position of the movable element 503 of the drive
apparatus 505. The position detection apparatus 511 further-
more comprises a detector 513 and a pulse generator 515. The
apparatus 511 can be, for example, the position detection
apparatus 101 from FIG. 1 or the position detection apparatus
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201 from FIG. 2. The apparatus 511 can be formed in a
manner integrated into the drive apparatus 501, as shown
here. Alternatively, provision can be made, in particular, for
the position detection apparatus 511 to be operated indepen-
dently of the drive apparatus 501, such that it can be retrofitted
to existing drive apparatuses, for example. Preferably, the
position detection apparatus 511 can be formed as an inde-
pendent module which is formed separately from the drive
apparatus 501 and which can subsequently be integrated into
the drive apparatus 501.

FIG. 6 shows another drive apparatus 601. The drive appa-
ratus 601 comprises a movable element which is embodied as
a slide 603 and which can be displaced, in particular linearly
displaced, by means of a linear motor 605. Furthermore, a
position detection apparatus 611 is provided, which can
detect a position of the slide 603. The position detection
apparatus 611 can be, for example, the apparatus 101 from
FIG. 1 or the apparatus 201 from FIG. 2. The position detec-
tion apparatus 611 comprises an excitation coil 607, to which
asecondary coil 609 is assigned. An excitation coil within the
meaning of the present invention can generally also be des-
ignated as a primary coil. The position detection apparatus
611 furthermore comprises a detector 613 and a pulse gen-
erator 615. In an embodiment that is not shown, a plurality of
slides can also be provided. In particular, a plurality of exci-
tation coils and/or a plurality of secondary coils can also be
formed. The position detection apparatus 611 applies an elec-
trical excitation pulse to the excitation coil 607. An electrical
voltage is thereby induced in the secondary coil 609. If, by
way of example, the slide 603 is then situated above the
secondary coil 609, the electromagnetic field ofthe secondary
coil 609 is interfered with or influenced. This interference or
this influencing is then manifested in a corresponding
induced coil voltage, such that, by means of a measurement of
the coil voltage, it is possible to detect whether the slide 603
is situated above the secondary coil 609. If no slide 603 is
situated above the secondary coil 609, no interference or
influencing of the electromagnetic field is ascertained or mea-
sured.

A linear motor within the meaning of the present invention
corresponds, in particular, to a linear embodiment of a rotary
machine having a primary part, through which current flows
and which is comparable to a stator of a rotary motor, and a
reaction part, i.e. a secondary part, which corresponds to a
rotor of the rotary motor. In the case of linear motors, a
distinction can be made, in particular, between asynchronous
and synchronous motors, wherein the secondary part is
equipped with short-circuiting bars in the case of the asyn-
chronous design, whereas it consists of permanent magnets in
the case of the synchronous motor. Synchronous motors have
the advantage, in particular, that they have a high efficiency
and high continuous advancing forces. Linear motors within
the meaning of the present invention can be used, in particu-
lar, for generating translational advancing movements.

FIG. 7 shows a further drive apparatus 701 comprising a
rotary motor 703. The rotary motor 703 can be formed as an
electric motor, for example. The rotary motor 703 has a drive-
shaft 705. A movable element 707 is arranged on the drive-
shaft 705. By way of example, the movable element 707 can
beadisk. In particular, a center of symmetry or the centroid of
the movable element 707 is placed on the driveshaft 705.

This advantageously makes it possible for the movable
element 707 to be mounted in a rotatable manner by means of
the rotary motor 703. The movable element 707 preferably
comprises an electrically conductive material. In particular,
the movable element 707 can also be formed completely from
an electrically conductive material.
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The rotary motor 703 furthermore comprises an excitation
coil 709 and a secondary coil 711 assigned to the excitation
coil 709, wherein both coils 709 and 711 are comprised by a
position detection apparatus 713. In an exemplary embodi-
ment that is not shown, a plurality of excitation coils and/or a
plurality of secondary coils can also be provided. The exci-
tation coil 709 and the secondary coil 711 are preferably
formed as conductor tracks on a circuit board, wherein the
circuit board is arranged in a stationary manner on or in the
rotary motor 703. Generally, the excitation coil 709 and the
secondary coil 711 are secured or arranged in a stationary or
fixed manner on or in the rotary motor 703. That is to say, in
particular, that the coils do not move concomitantly during a
rotation of the movable element 707 by means of the rotary
motor 703.

The position detection apparatus 713 is formed in a manner
integrated in the drive apparatus 701, but can in particular also
be formed as an independent module which can subsequently
be integrated into a drive apparatus that has already been
produced. In particular, the position detection apparatus 713
can detect an angle of rotation of the movable element 707.
The apparatus 713 can be, for example, the position detection
apparatus 101 from FIG. 1 or the position detection apparatus
201 from FIG. 2. The position detection apparatus 713 applies
an electrical excitation pulse or a plurality of electrical exci-
tation pulses to the excitation coil 709, such that an electrical
voltage is induced in the secondary coil 711. On account of
the rotation of the movable element 707, which preferably has
one or a plurality of cutouts, for example in the form of
stamped-out portions, the electromagnetic field in the sec-
ondary coil 711 is interfered with. This interference can be
detected by means of measurement of the coil voltage of the
secondary coil 711 and the angle of rotation of the movable
element 707 can be determined on the basis thereof. Since the
movable element 707 is fixedly seated on the driveshaft 705
or connected thereto, an angle of rotation of the driveshaft 705
can thus also be determined. In this respect, the position
apparatus 713 can also be designated as a motor position
sensor of the rotary motor 703, wherein the position detection
can be carried out independently of a coil geometry and a
phase shift between the coils. Furthermore, it is conceivable
for the movable element 707 to be arranged together with the
coil arrangement 709, 711 and the position detection appara-
tus 713 in the interior of the motor 703, provided that the
movable element 707 is connected to the driveshaft 705 in a
manner allowing rotary movement.

FIG. 8 shows another drive apparatus 801. The drive appa-
ratus 801 is embodied as a linear motor system. The drive
apparatus 801 comprises a slide 803, wherein, preferably, a
plurality of slides can also be formed. The slide 803 has two
permanent magnets 805a and 8055, which can preferably be
arranged on a plate composed of a magnetic material (not
shown). The permanent magnets 805a and 8055 are arranged
alternately in north and south orientation. In an embodiment
that is not shown, a plurality of permanent magnets can also
be provided, which are then arranged alternately in north and
south orientation on the slide 803 or on the plate.

Furthermore, a plurality of path elements 807a, 8075,
807¢, 8074 and 807¢ are formed along a travel path. Prefer-
ably, more than five or fewer than five path elements can also
be formed. In particular, the path elements form a self-con-
tained travel path. That is to say, in particular, that a start of the
travel path also corresponds to the end thereof. Generally, a
travel path, whether closed or not, can have any desired geom-
etry, for example a straight line, a circle, an arc, or a curve, for
example an S-curve.
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Each path element 807a to 807¢ comprises three coils 809,
which can also be designated as drive coils. Preferably, more
or fewer than three drive coils per path element 8074 to 807¢
can also be provided. A number of the drive coils can be
different or identical per path element.

Furthermore, each path element 8074 to 807¢ is assigned a
corresponding electronic unit 811a, 8115, 811c¢, 8114 and
811e for energizing the drive coils 809. Individual energiza-
tion of the drive coils 809 is made possible by means of the
electronic units 811a to 811e. A magnetic field is then gen-
erated by means of this individual energization of the indi-
vidual drive coils 809, such that an advancing force is estab-
lished via the cross product of the magnetic field generated
with the magnetic field of the permanent magnets 8054 and
8055 on the side 803, such that a movement, in particular a
linear movement, of the slide 803 can advantageously be
regulated in terms of speed and position. In this case, the
energization of the individual drive coils 809 is predefined by
a superordinate control system (not shown) so as to result in
a continuous movement of the slide 803. In this case, the coils
can be assigned to other slides repeatedly from a temporal
point of view. As a result it is advantageously possible to
realize a contactless movement of as many slides as desired
on a common travel path having a wide variety of geometries
merging into one another, for example straight line, circle,
arc, curve or S-curve, including continuously in a closed
circulation. The circulation can also be open.

The drive apparatus 801 furthermore comprises a position
detection system or a position detection apparatus which can
detect the position of the movable slide 803. In particular, the
position detection apparatus can detect a linear position of the
slide 803. For the sake of clarity, the position detection appa-
ratus is not shown in FIG. 8. The position detection apparatus
comprises, in particular, a plurality of primary coils and a
plurality of secondary coils assigned to the primary coils.
These coils can be integrated in a module (cf. FIG. 9). If the
slide 803 then travels along the travel path over the individual
path elements 8074 to 807¢, the slide 803 will interfere with
an electromagnetic field induced in the secondary coils,
which can be detected by means of a measurement of the
secondary coil voltage.

FIG. 9 shows a module 901, which can generally also be
designated as a coil module. The coil module 901 comprises
two excitation coils 903 and 905, wherein the excitation coils
903 and 905 are in each case assigned a plurality of secondary
coil pairs. The first secondary coil pair is formed from a first
cosinusoidal secondary winding 907a and a first sinusoidal
secondary winding 9075. The second secondary coil pair is
formed from a second cosinusoidal secondary winding 907¢
and a second sinusoidal secondary winding 907d. For the
sake of clarity, only the first secondary windings of the exci-
tation coil 903 have been identified by corresponding refer-
ence signs. The secondary coils of the excitation coil 905 are
also embodied analogously.

The excitation coils 903 and 905 are arranged alongside
one another partly in an overlapping manner, thus advanta-
geously enabling position determination over path distances
of arbitrary length without any interruptions. Such coil mod-
ules 901 can, for example, simply be arranged alongside one
another in order thus to detect path distances of arbitrary
length.

Such coil modules like the coil module 901 can be inte-
grated, in particular, in the path elements 807a to 807¢ shown
in FIG. 8. Generally, such coil modules can also be directly
integrated in a position detection apparatus. Thus, by way of
example, existing drive apparatuses, in particular linear drive
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apparatuses, can subsequently be upgraded for position
detection particularly simply and expediently.

FIG. 10 shows a schematic illustration of an individual
secondary winding 1001. The secondary winding 1001 is
preferably formed as a conductor track on a circuit board (not
shown). In this case, a “positive” sinusoidal conductor track
1003 and a “negative” sinusoidal conductor track 1005 are
provided. The conductor track 1003 is preferably arranged in
a first position, and the conductor track 1005 is preferably
arranged in a second position. The first position can also be
designated as position A. The second position can also be
designated as position B. Both conductor tracks 1003 and
1005 make through-contact and are connected to one another
at a point 1007. The connecting point 1007 can also be des-
ignated as a through-contact.

The conductor track 1003 has a first winding end 1010. The
conductor track 1005 has a second winding end 1009. A
differential voltage of the secondary winding 1001 is then
measured at the two winding ends 1009 and 1011. The dif-
ferential voltage can be designated as U ,,, wherein “a” stands
for the first winding end 1011 and “b” stands for the second
winding end 1009.

Preferably, the point “b”, that is to say the second winding
end 1009, is grounded. A voltage present at the point “a” is
then preferably also measured relative to ground, such that a
differential voltage U, of the secondary winding 1001 or of
the secondary coil is also measured in this case.

The measurement principle according to the invention for
detecting the position of the slide 803 from FIG. 8 on the basis
of'the coil arrangement or coil module shown in FIG. 9 will be
explained in greater detail below.

The outer excitation coil 903 having n windings comprises
a plurality of inner secondary coils, partly formed from the
secondary windings 9074 to 907d. Preferably, all the coils,
that is to say excitation coils and secondary coils, can be
realized by conductor tracks on a circuit board. Preferably, the
secondary coils have a sinusoidal or cosinusoidal geometry.
Inparticular, these are both arranged in a manner offset by 90°
with respect to one another. Preferably, however, other geom-
etries such as, for example, a triangular geometry and/or
phase shifts other than 90° are also possible. The excitation
coil 903 is supplied with an AC voltage, in particular, and the
output voltage of the secondary coils is measured. The difter-
ence between the output voltages, for example U,,, is
approximately zero if the fields of the coils are not interfered
with by electrically conductive objects, for example the slide
803. If a slide 803 then travels over the coils, a differential
voltage is measured in the secondary coil or between the
secondary coils. In particular, provision can be made for the
slide 803 to have an electrically conductive lamina having an
effective width not equal to the period length of the secondary
coil. The differential voltage therefore makes it possible to
deduce the position of the slide 803 or of the metallic lamina.
On account of the specific arrangement, the phase shift and
the form of the secondary coils, it is possible to use a math-
ematical function for calculating the position. The frequency
of the AC voltage that supplies the excitation coil 903 is
preferably in the range of 100 kHz to 10 MHz. In this case, the
measuring method according to the invention in particular
advantageously also allows a plurality of pairs of secondary
coils to be able to be accommodated in an excitation coil. In
this case, two differential voltages are then preferably mea-
sured for each pair of secondary coils. This advantageously
enables a position of the slide 803 or of the lamina to be
measured continuously over a longer distance.

The measurement principle described in connection with
the excitation coil 903 analogously also applies to the exci-
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tation coil 905 or to further excitation coils with assigned
secondary coils arranged in a coil module.

The described measurement principle according to the
invention can be applied not only to straight path distances,
but also to arbitrary forms. For this purpose, in particular, a
form of the excitation or primary coil and the secondary coils
is then altered in such a way that a ratio between them remains
the same. In this way, arbitrary geometries such as straight
lines or a wide variety of curves can then advantageously be
detected, for example.

FIG. 11 shows a further coil module 1101 comprising three
excitation coils 1103, 1105 and 1107. The three excitation
coils 1103, 1105 and 1107 are arranged alongside one another
at least partly in an overlapping manner. A plurality of pairs
1109, 1111 and 1113 of secondary coils are assigned to each
excitation coil 1103, 1105 and 1107. Three electrically con-
ductive laminae 1115, 1117 and 1119 are situated above the
coilmodule 1101. The three laminae 1115,1117 and 1119 are
respectively arranged on a slide (not shown) which can be
embodied in each case in accordance with the slide 803 from
FIG. 8, for example. The electrically conductive laminae
1115 and 1117 of the two outer slides have an identical
geometry, whereas the electrically conductive lamina 1119 of
the central slide has a geometry deviating therefrom. In par-
ticular, the length of the lamina 1119 of the central slide
differs from the length of the laminae 1115 and 1117 of the
two outer slides. The length of the lamina 1119 suffices to be
able to cover all three excitation coils 1103,1105 and 1107. If
only one outer slide, for example the slide to which the lamina
1115 is assigned, then travels over the coil module 1101, an
interference signal is induced only in the secondary coils
1109, or if all three slides are moved further toward the right,
an interference signal is additionally induced in the secondary
coils 1111. Consequently, although it can be ascertained that
a movable element is situated at the location, it is not yet
possible to unambiguously identify the slide. However, if the
central slide, to which the lamina 1119 is assigned, then
travels over the coil module 1101, an interference signal is
induced both in the secondary coils 1109 and 1111 (depend-
ing on the position of the slide) and in the secondary coils
1113. Since only this slide has an electrically conductive
lamina 1119 that also covers the secondary coil 1113, it is
now possible to ascertain unambiguously where exactly this
slide is situated and it can thus be identified. If a plurality of
slides are arranged in a closed circulating system, then it
suffices to equip one slide with a lengthened lamina 1119.
Since this slide is unambiguously identified, the order of the
further slides is also always unambiguous, since, after all,
their order cannot change. Furthermore, such an arrangement
having different electrically conductive laminae also affords
the advantage that therein no initial movement of the slides
past arbitrary other sensors has to be effected in order to
enable a unique identification of each individual slide.

In an exemplary embodiment that is not shown, the coil
module can also comprise more than three excitation coils
with assigned pairs of secondary coils. In particular, slides
having more than three laminae or fewer than three laminae
can also be provided. In the case of a slide having two lami-
nae, one of the two laminae is preferably embodied or
arranged on the slide such that this lamina covers only one
excitation coil with its assigned secondary coils. Such slides
can in particular then also be distinguished from one another
by virtue of a distance between the two laminae being vari-
able, such that this distance can be varied. Each of these slides
then has its own defined distance between the laminae among
one another and in this respect can advantageously be unam-
biguously identified.
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In a further embodiment that is not shown, provision can be
made for one of the laminae 1115, 1117 and 1119 to be wider
ornarrower than the other two laminae. Since the electromag-
netic interference of the induced coil voltage is dependent in
particular on the width of a lamina, it is thus advantageously
possible to achieve a unique identifier of the slide with the
lamina having a different width than the other laminae. In a
further embodiment that is not shown, this unique identifier
can also be effected by means of a lamina having a different
width and having a different length, as described further
above. Although only three laminae have been described
here, this is not intended to signify a restriction. In particular,
it is also possible to provide a plurality of laminae or fewer
laminae. The described principle of the unique identifier can
be applied to an arbitrary number of laminae.

FIG. 12 shows a graph showing a temporal profile of an
excitation pulse signal and of a coil voltage signal of the
secondary coil. The voltage U in volts is plotted against a time
tin seconds. The reference sign 1201 designates the temporal
profile of the excitation pulse. The reference sign 1203 iden-
tifies the induced voltage signal present directly at the sec-
ondary coil. The reference sign 1205 identifies the induced
voltage signal of the secondary coil after preamplification.
Such preamplification can generally be carried out by means
of a preamplifier device, in particular.

The excitation pulse 1201 has a rectangular shape, this
pulse in particular not being applied directly to the excitation
coil, but rather preferably to a resonant circuit, in particular a
harmonic resonant circuit. This resonant circuit harmonizes
the rectangular pulse and forms, in particular, an excitation
pulse having a harmonic oscillation, in particular a sinusoidal
oscillation or cosinusoidal oscillation, the harmonized exci-
tation pulse preferably having an amplitude that decreases
over time. This excitation pulse is then applied to the excita-
tion coil.

The point with the reference sign 1207 identifies the maxi-
mum of'the coil voltage of the secondary coil. A measurement
of'the coil voltage signal 1203 or 1205 preferably takes place
in a predetermined time window comprising the respective
maximum. In order to detect this maximum 1207, this prede-
termined time window can be shifted on the time axis.

A direct sampling of the voltage 1203 at the secondary coil
or of the voltage 1205 after a preamplification is preferably
effected by means of an analog-to-digital converter in the
range of, in particular, a few nanoseconds. The measured
voltages are then evaluated in particular by means of a logic
component, in particular a logic circuit, for example an FPGA
or an ASIC.

Such a logic component or such a logic circuit can further-
more be used to generate an AC voltage for the excitation
winding. In particular, a harmonic resonant circuit can be
connected to the logic circuit. Preferably, a decaying oscilla-
tion is generated instead of a continuous AC voltage. The
logic circuit can in particular furthermore control a start
instant of the AC voltage or of the oscillation, that is to say of
the excitation pulse.

In an embodiment that is not shown, the logic circuit also
controls a voltage measurement at the secondary coils. In this
case, the coil voltage is preferably measured when the maxi-
mum of'the oscillation is reached. This instant or the temporal
difference with respect to the start instant of applying the
excitation pulse to the excitation coil is preferably regulated
in such a way in order advantageously to ensure that mea-
surement is always effected at the maximum of the oscilla-
tions. External influences such as temperature fluctuations,
for example, can thus advantageously be compensated for.
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The logic circuit can furthermore preferably be designed to
generate a suitable AC voltage for the excitation coil. In
particular, the logic circuit is programmed by software such
that it can be synchronized with a time signal of a superordi-
nate control system, and so the AC voltage or generally the
excitation pulse can be generated synchronously with the
external time signal of the control system or controller.

The start instant of generating the excitation pulse or the
pulsed excitation signal can preferably be shifted in the time
frame of nanoseconds. A corresponding regulation has the
effect, in particular, that the start instant of generating the
excitation pulse is implemented at a defined instant with
respect to the external time signal of the superordinate con-
troller or control system. By means of such a method, itis thus
advantageously possible to achieve sampling frequencies of a
few kilohertz, for example approximately 50 kHz.

To summarize, position detection across a plurality of coil
modules is made possible by means of the exemplary embodi-
ments mentioned above, since, in particular, the position
detection is effected synchronously and at a fixed point in
time in relation to a superordinate control system. The control
system is generally designed in particular for controlling a
linear movement of the individual slides.

Iftwo coil modules are in operation simultaneously along-
side one another, it can happen that the adjacent excitation
coils mutually influence one another. By way of example, it
can happen that an electromagnetic field of one excitation coil
induces a current in the secondary coils assigned to the adja-
cent excitation coil while a position detection is being carried
out. This can, but need not, generate recurring position errors.

In order to prevent such mutual interference and to enable
even more precise position detection, the invention proposes
that an excitation pulse, for example an AC voltage, is applied
to such adjacent excitation coils in adjacent coil modules with
a time offset. The start instants of the individual excitation
pulses or of the AC voltages are temporally offset in particular
with respect to the external time signal of the superordinate
controller. Consequently, advantageously, two adjacent exci-
tation coils can now no longer mutually influence one another
because they are not in operation at the same time. A corre-
sponding control logic can preferably be integrated into the
programmable logic circuit. A time offset in the evaluation
can be disregarded in particular at a high sampling frequency,
but can also be worked out for example by means of an
interpolation.

FIG. 13 shows a movable element 1501 in the form of an
electrically conductive disk which could be used for example
in a construction in accordance with FIG. 7. The electrically
conductive disk 1501 has concentrically a cutout 1503 at the
center of the circular shape. Furthermore, the circular disk
1501 has four quadrilateral cutouts 15054, 15055, 1505¢ and
15054 distributed symmetrically over 360°. These cutouts or
recesses can preferably be stamped out. The central circular
cutout 1503 is used, in particular, for plugging the disk 1501
to a motor shaft or driveshaft of a rotary motor (not shown),
such that the rotary motor can rotate the disk 1501.

FIG. 14 schematically shows the disk 1501 shown in FIG.
13 in a plan view when plugged on a driveshaft (not shown) of
a rotary motor (not shown). An excitation coil 1507 is shown,
to which a plurality of secondary coils 1509, 1511, 1513 and
1515 are assigned. The excitation coil 1507 and the secondary
coils 1509, 1511, 1513 and 1515 are arranged in a stationary,
that is to say fixed, manner in the rotary motor. The coils are
preferably formed as conductor tracks on a circuit board. A
rotation of the disk 1501 leads to an electromagnetic interfer-
ence signal in the secondary coils 1509, 1511, 1513, 1515,
which can be detected by means of corresponding differential
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measurement of the coil voltages. Since the disk 1501 is
fixedly connected to the driveshaft, an angle of rotation of the
driveshaft can thus advantageously be determined.

Preferably, a plurality of fine periods of a secondary wind-
ing, preferably four fine periods each of 90°, run in a cutout
15054 to 1505d. This advantageously enables an angle of
rotation to be detected with an even higher resolution and
precision.

Preferably, one of the cutouts 1505a to 15054 is formed
differently than the other cutouts 15054 to 15054. By way of
example, a stamped-out area can be larger or smaller. By way
of example, the stamped-out area can be dimensioned such
that this one cutout covers a further excitation coil (not
shown) with further associated secondary coils (not shown).
Consequently, an unambiguous detection of the angle of the
rotary motor is advantageously made possible within a single
revolution.

To summarize, the invention enables particularly fast
evaluation in drive apparatuses, in particular linear drive
apparatuses, with sampling rates of, in particular, greater than
2 kHz, which can preferably be used in movement applica-
tions for commutation, current, rotational speed and/or posi-
tion regulation.

The method according to the invention for detecting a
position of a movable element of a drive apparatus can pref-
erably be used in a motor position sensor in a rotary motor
independently of the geometry of the coils and the phase shift
between the coils. Furthermore, the invention enables a syn-
chronous evaluation of the individual coil modules for posi-
tion detection by, in particular, synchronization on a superor-
dinate, that is to say for example external, clock generator (in
particular on account of the use of a DLL circuit and on
account of the use of pulsed excitation signals), and an inter-
ference-free evaluation of adjacent coil arrangements.

Furthermore, the invention makes it possible that indi-
vidual movable slides or generally movable elements can be
identified unambiguously, in particular by different and/or
additional laminae, in particular electrically conductive lami-
nae, being arranged onto the movable elements or onto the
slide or slides.

Furthermore, the invention enables, in particular, wireless
energy transmission to a moved system with simultaneous
utilization of the electronics and the stationary part of the
motor for generating the movement force and the energy
transmission.

The invention therefore encompasses the concept of apply-
ing an electrical excitation pulse to an excitation coil. The
applying can preferably comprise supplying the excitation
coil with an AC voltage. As a result of the electrical excitation
pulse being applied, an electrical voltage is induced in the
secondary coil. If the movable element then moves over the
secondary coil, this will change a maximum value of the
temporal coil voltage profile in the secondary coil. This
change, which is found in particular by means of a measure-
ment of the induced coil voltage, is used for determining the
position of the movable element. If no movable element is
moving over the secondary coil, the electromagnetic coupling
is not disturbed and the induced coil voltages cancel one
another out, such that the measured secondary coil voltage
tends toward zero. By virtue of the fact that only one electrical
excitation pulse is applied to the excitation coil, the induced
coil voltage will also have only a temporally limited duration.
Consequently, the position of the movable element can
advantageously be determined even after a very short time
compared with the prior art after the excitation pulse has been
applied to the excitation coil. Particularly in relation to the
known methods that generally involve measuring an envelope
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of a voltage measurement signal over more periods of the
signal, the method according to the invention enables a much
shorter measurement duration—it is precisely not necessary
to effect measurement over a plurality of periods —, as a
result of which determining the position of the movable ele-
ment has a considerably shorter duration compared with the
known systems.

According to one embodiment, a differential voltage of the
secondary coil is measured. A coil within the meaning of the
invention has, in particular, a coil beginning and a coil end,
wherein a differential voltage is measured in particular
between the coil beginning and the coil end. Preferably, a coil,
that is to say an excitation coil and/or a secondary coil, com-
prises n windings, wherein n stands for the number of wind-
ings.

In a further embodiment, the coil end or the coil beginning
is grounded, wherein, in particular, a voltage between the coil
beginning and coil end respectively is then measured, which
corresponds to a differential voltage ofthe coil. The measured
differential voltage then makes it possible, in particular, to
deduce the position of the movable element. In this case, by
way of example, a mathematical function is used for calcu-
lating the position on the basis of the measured differential
voltage.

According to one embodiment, the secondary coil has a
sinusoidal or cosinusoidal geometry. In particular, the sec-
ondary coil can also have a triangular geometry. Such a geom-
etry means, in particular, that the maximum value of the
induced voltage in the secondary coil mapped over the posi-
tion of the movable element has a cosinusoidal or sinusoidal
or triangular temporal profile. Such geometries can be real-
ized in particular by means of corresponding winding
arrangements. If a plurality of secondary coils are provided,
they can have a sinusoidal or cosinusoidal geometry, for
example, which are preferably arranged in a manner offset by
90° with respect to one another. That is to say that a phase
difference between the respective induced sensor coil voltage
is 90°. Preferably, however, such a phase shift can also be
different than 90°.

An excitation pulse within the meaning of the invention
has, in particular, a limited time duration. The time duration is
preferably in the microseconds range. A time duration of the
electrical excitation pulse can preferably also be less than
1000 ps or less than 100 us, in particular less than 10 ps. The
shorter the electrical excitation pulse, the shorter, too, a time
duration of the induced coil voltage in the secondary coil.
Furthermore, as a result, it is also possible, in particular,
advantageously to avoid electromagnetic interference in an
adjacent excitation coil or secondary coil. Position determi-
nation can be carried out particularly sensitively as a result.

In accordance with one embodiment, a plurality of electri-
cal excitation pulses can be applied to the excitation coil. This
advantageously makes it possible to carry out a plurality of
position measurements successively. A travel path of the
movable element can advantageously be tracked in this
respect. Generally, an electrical excitation pulse can also be
designated as an electrically pulsed excitation signal. A time
interval between two electrical excitation pulses or two
pulsed excitation signals can be 20 ps, for example. The
electrical excitation pulses are preferably applied with a rep-
etition frequency of 1 kHz to 1 MHz. A time duration of the
excitation pulse can also be, in particular, between 600 ns and
2000 ns, wherein the excitation pulse preferably has a time
duration of approximately 600 ns or approximately 2000 ns.
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In accordance with one exemplary embodiment, it is also
possible for a plurality of secondary coils, in particular two,
for example four, preferably eight, secondary coils, to be
assigned to an excitation coil.

According to a further embodiment, it is also possible for a
plurality of excitation coils, in particular two, for example
three, in particular four, excitation coils, to be provided. Par-
ticularly the provision of a plurality of secondary coils advan-
tageously enables particularly precise determination of the
position of the movable element, since the relative position of
the movable element with respect to the secondary coils can
be determined by means of corresponding mathematical
evaluation of the measured differential voltages. If a plurality
of'secondary coils are provided, a differential voltage relative
to a secondary coil can preferably be measured. In addition or
instead, it is also possible, in particular, to measure a differ-
ential voltage between two secondary coils. That is to say, in
particular, that a differential voltage of one secondary coil and
a differential voltage of the other secondary coil are mea-
sured, these two measured differential voltages then being
taken into account computationally with one another by
means of a mathematical function. On the basis of these
measured differential voltages, the position of the movable
element of the drive apparatus can then advantageously be
determined.

By way of example, a differential voltage or a difference
between two measured differential voltages can be approxi-
mately 0 V. This is the case, in particular, if the electromag-
netic fields of the secondary coils are not interfered with by
the presence of the movable element, which is the case, in
particular, if the movable element is not situated in the vicin-
ity of the secondary coils, for example above the secondary
coils. A differential voltage or a difference between two mea-
sured differential voltages is not 0V, that is to say is not equal
to 0V, particularly when the movable element interferes with
the electromagnetic fields in the secondary coils. Such inter-
ference occurs particularly when the movable element is situ-
ated in the vicinity of the secondary coils, for example above
the secondary coils. In particular, on account of the specific
coil arrangement, the phase shifts and the form of the second-
ary coils, a mathematical function can then be used for cal-
culating the position.

According to one embodiment, the secondary coils can
also be assigned in pairs to the excitation coil. In this case, a
differential voltage is then measured for each secondary coil
pair. This advantageously makes it possible to continuously
measure the position of the movable element even over a
relatively long travel distance thereof.

A position within the meaning of the invention can be in
particular a position in a coordinate system, in particular in a
Cartesian coordinate system. A position of the movable ele-
ment can therefore be described by means of an x-, ay-and a
z-coordinate. Preferably, a position of the movable element
can also be described by means of spherical coordinates.
Particularly if the movable element is a rotating movable
element, a position can also comprise an angle of rotation.
That is to say, in particular, that an angle of rotation of the
rotating element is determined.

In accordance with one embodiment, an excitation coil
and/or a secondary coil can be formed as one or a plurality of
conductor tracks on a circuit board. That is to say, in particu-
lar, that conductor tracks are formed on a circuit board in such
away that they form a coil. A circuit board can also be formed
as a printed circuit board. Such a printed circuit board is, in
particular, a carrier for electronic components. By virtue of
the fact that the coils are preferably realized by conductor
tracks on the circuit board, a particularly compact construc-
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tion is made possible. In particular, this enables electrical
contact to be made with the coils in a particularly simple
manner.

In accordance with one embodiment, the excitation coil has
a rectangular form, the secondary coil preferably being
arranged in the rectangular form. Generally, a winding of the
excitation coil can also be designated as an excitation wind-
ing. Generally, a winding of the secondary coil can also be
designated as a secondary winding.

In accordance with one embodiment, the measured sec-
ondary coil voltage is sampled and digitized for digital further
processing. Consequently, in an advantageous manner, ana-
log demodulation by way of the excitation signal is no longer
necessary. In particular sampling frequencies of a few kHz,
for example 50 kHz, can thus be achieved. In the known prior
art, the measured analog voltage signal is used for a cross-
correlation with the analog excitation voltage signal. Only the
analog signal that results from the cross-correlation is then
digitized. In contrast to this, however, in this embodiment, the
measured secondary coil voltages are directly digitized and
then processed further, which enables considerably faster
position calculations.

According to a further embodiment, the excitation pulse
has an amplitude that decreases over time. This advanta-
geously makes it possible to avoid a situation in which, in a
further excitation coil and/or the secondary coils which are
assigned to said further excitation coil and which are arranged
in particular in a manner adjacent to the excitation coil to
which the electrical excitation pulse is applied, at a later point
in time if measurement is intended to be effected in this
further coil arrangement, an interference signal is induced.
The excitation pulse preferably has a sinusoidal oscillation
that decays over time or a cosinusoidal oscillation that decays
over time. This advantageously has the effect that a maximum
in the induced coil voltage signal becomes flatter. That is to
say that around the maximum, which can be a local or a global
maximum, a gradient is flatter than in other regions of the
signal profile. As a result, the coil voltage signal still has a
sufficient amplitude also to the right and left of the maximum,
such that a signal-to-noise ratio is particularly favourable.

In another embodiment, the position detection apparatus
has two excitation coils arranged adjacently, the excitation
pulse being applied to each of said excitation coils with a
temporal offset. That is to say, in particular, that firstly an
excitation pulse is applied to one excitation coil. After a time
offset or a temporal pause, the same or a different excitation
pulse is then applied to the second excitation coil. In particu-
lar, more than two adjacent excitation coils can also be pro-
vided, wherein an excitation pulse can then be applied to them
analogously in each case with a time offset. This advanta-
geously avoids a situation in which an electromagnetic field
of'one excitation coil induces a current in the adjacent further
excitation coil and in particular in the secondary coils
assigned to the adjacent excitation coil, which might other-
wise generate a recurring position error.

In another exemplary embodiment, the application of the
excitation pulse is temporally synchronized with a time sig-
nal, in particular an external time signal. External here means,
in particular, that the time signal is not generated in the
apparatus for detecting a position of the movable element of
the drive apparatus, but rather externally with respect to this
apparatus, for example in the drive apparatus. In order to be
able to generate a time signal, a timer, for example, is pro-
vided. Said timer can be integrated in the drive apparatus, for
example, and in this case can be designated in particular as an
external timer. However, provision can also be made for an
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internal timer to be provided, which is integrated in the appa-
ratus for detecting the position of the movable element.

In accordance with a further embodiment, the internal
timer can be temporally synchronized with the external timer.
In particular, the internal timer generates an internal time
signal, which can be synchronized in particular with the exter-
nal time signal. The instant at which the excitation pulse is
applied is preferably synchronized with the internal time
signal, but can also be synchronized with the external time
signal. In particular, the instant at which the excitation pulse
is applied, wherein this instant can generally also be desig-
nated as a start instant, can have a temporal offset following
the internal or external time signal. In this case, it is possible
preferably to disregard a corresponding time offset during the
determination of the position, in particular during the sam-
pling and digitization of the measured secondary coil volt-
ages, at sufficiently high sampling frequencies, but this time
offset can also preferably be worked out by means of an
interpolation.

In accordance with one exemplary embodiment, a mea-
surement of the measured secondary coil voltages is carried
out within a predetermined time interval. This predetermined
time interval can also be designated as a time window. Within
this time window, therefore, the measured coil voltages are in
particular sampled and digitized. Further processing of the
digitized data can subsequently be carried out. Preferably, the
predetermined time interval is temporally shifted relative to
the instant at which the excitation pulse is applied, such that
an amplitude maximum of the induced coil voltage can be
detected. In this case, the time window can preferably be
shifted in a nanoseconds time frame. A regulating system is
preferably provided, which controls the start instant of the
generation of the excitation signal or the excitation pulse in
such a way that it occurs at a defined instant with respect to the
external time signal. Generally, the external time signal can
also be generated in a control system, in particular a superor-
dinate control system. Such a control system can for example
be integrated in the drive apparatus and control a drive move-
ment of the respective element.

In accordance with a further embodiment, the detector is
connected to an analog-to-digital converter (A/D converter)
for sampling and digitizing the measured secondary coil volt-
age. The detector preferably comprises the analog-to-digital
converter. In particular, the coil voltage can be sampled in the
range of a few nanoseconds. Therefore, this advantageously
has the effect that the measured coil voltages can be directly
sampled and digitized for digital further processing.

In another embodiment, an electrical resonant circuit for
harmonizing the excitation pulse is formed between the pulse
generator and the excitation coil. Preferably, the pulse gen-
erator comprises the electrical resonant circuit. Harmoniza-
tion has the effect, in particular, that a rectangular excitation
pulse, for example, becomes a sinusoidal oscillation or a
cosinusoidal oscillation. In particular, the electrical resonant
circuit can generate from an excitation pulse a pulse having a
sinusoidal oscillation that decays over time or cosinusoidal
oscillation that decays over time.

In a further embodiment, the pulse generator has a logic
circuit for forming the excitation pulse. Such a logic circuit
can preferably be formed as an integrated circuit. The logic
circuit is preferably formed as a programmable logic circuit.
Such a programmable logic circuit is also designated as a
“field programmable gate array” (FPGA) or as a “program-
mable logic device” (PLD). By way of example, the logic
circuit can be formed as a circuit that is designated as an
“application specific integrated circuit (ASIC)”. In particular,
a synchronous counter or a clock generator or timer can be
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incorporated in the logic circuit, that is to say in particular in
the FPGA or the ASIC. The logic circuit is preferably
designed to evaluate the measured secondary coil voltages.
Furthermore, the logic circuit can also be designed to gener-
ate the excitation pulse. Preferably, the logic circuit controls
a start instant of the excitation pulse. Furthermore, the logic
circuit controls in particular a coil voltage measurement on
the secondary coil. Preferably, the coil voltage is measured at
an instant when the maximum of the oscillation is reached.
This instant or the temporal difference with respect to the
signal of the excitation winding can also be regulated in a
further method in order advantageously to ensure that mea-
surement is effected at the maximum of the oscillation. Exter-
nal influences such as temperature fluctuations can thus
advantageously be compensated for. The provision of a logic
circuit has the advantage, in particular, that different func-
tionalities, for example the generation of the excitation pulse,
the measurement of the coil voltages, the synchronization of
an internal time signal with an external time signal or the
determination of the position of the movable element, can be
integrated compactly in an electronic logic or logic circuit.

In a further embodiment, the detector has a further logic
circuit for evaluating the measured secondary coil voltages.
Provision can therefore be provided for the pulse generator
and the detector to have two separate logic circuits, wherein
the logic circuit in the detector can also be formed as an FPGA
or as an ASIC. However, provision can also preferably be
made for a single logic circuit, in particular an FPGA or an
ASIC, to be provided, which is formed either in the detector
or in the pulse generator or externally relative to both and can
carry out the corresponding functionalities mentioned above.

In one exemplary embodiment, the pulse generator has an
internal clock generator. This internal clock generator pref-
erably generates an internal clock signal, which can be used
for a regulating system for the instant of generating the exci-
tation pulse. This internal clock generator is preferably syn-
chronized with an external clock generator. That is to say, in
particular, that an internal clock signal or time signal is tem-
porally synchronized with an external clock signal or time
signal.

A so-called delay-locked loop (DLL) circuit is preferably
formed. Such a DLL circuit is, in particular, an electronic
circuit having an input and an output, wherein a signal present
at the input, in particular a clock signal or a time signal, is
output via the output in a time-delayed manner. A clock
generator and/or the logic circuit can comprise such a DLL
circuit, with the result that it is possible to bring about by this
means in particular in an advantageous manner defined time
delays in the signal sequences and/or measurements.

In one embodiment, the movable element has at least one
electrically conductive component for electromagnetically
interfering with the electromagnetic field induced in the sec-
ondary coil. This interference is visible in particular in the
measured secondary coil voltage, such that it is possible to
establish the presence of the movable element in the region of
the secondary coil. If such an interference signal is not
present, it can be concluded that no movable element is situ-
ated in the region of the secondary coil. The electrically
conductive component can preferably be formed as a body, in
particular a rectangular body. Electrically conductive means,
in particular, that the component is at least partly formed from
an electrically conductive material. Preferably, the compo-
nent can also be formed completely from an electrically con-
ductive material. The electrically conductive component is
preferably formed as a lamina. A lamina within the meaning
of the invention is a rectangular body, in particular. Prefer-
ably, a plurality of electrically conductive components can



US 9,188,421 B2

17

also be provided, which can be embodied in particular difter-
ently or identically. An interference signal is dependent, in
particular, on the design of an electrically conductive com-
ponent and/or on a number of the electrically conductive
components, such that differences in this regard also lead to
different interference signals, which in turn leads to different
induced coil voltages. Therefore, a concrete electrically con-
ductive component can be assigned to a corresponding mea-
sured coil signal, as a result of which an identification of the
movable element is advantageously made possible.

In a further exemplary embodiment, the drive apparatus
has a linear motor, which can displace the movable element.
In such a case, in particular a linear position of the movable
element is determined. Preferably, the movable element is
formed as a slide that can be displaced by means of the linear
motor. In particular, one or a plurality of electrically conduc-
tive components are arranged on the slide.

Preferably, a plurality of slides that can be displaced by
means of the linear motor are provided. In particular, a plu-
rality of linear motors can also be provided. The slides can
have in particular in each case an electrically conductive
component. The electrically conductive components in this
case can be formed identically or differently. Provision can
preferably also be made for one or a plurality of slides also to
have in each case a plurality of electrically conductive com-
ponents. By way of example, a slide can have two electrically
conductive components. On account of the different interfer-
ence signals brought about by the different electrically con-
ductive components in the secondary coil, an identification of
the individual slides is advantageously made possible. In this
respect, the slides have a dedicated identifier. They can there-
fore be unambiguously distinguished from one another. This
unambiguous identifier furthermore makes it possible, in par-
ticular, that wear phenomena on the individual slides can be
monitored in a targeted manner.

In another embodiment, in the position detection apparatus
two excitation coils are provided which are arranged along-
side one another at least partly in an overlapping manner
Larger path distances can thus advantageously be detected. In
particular, on account of such a mutual arrangement of exci-
tation coils, it is possible to detect path distances of arbitrary
length. Preferably, two such excitation coils arranged along-
side one another in an overlapping manner and adjacently can
be integrated in a module. Such modules can then be arranged
alongside one another very easily in order thus to detect path
distances of arbitrary length. Such a path distance need not
necessarily extend rectilinearly, but rather can have arbitrary
forms. Accordingly, a form of the excitation or primary coil
and of the secondary coils is then changed accordingly, such
that a ratio between them remains the same. In this way, it is
then possible, in particular, advantageously to detect arbitrary
geometries such as straight lines or a wide variety of curves
having different curve radii. It is also possible for more than
two excitation coils with assigned secondary coils to be
arranged in a module, which can also be designated as a coil
module. By way of example, three, four or more excitation
coils with assigned secondary coils can be provided in a
module. Preferably, the excitation coils are arranged along-
side one another at least partly in an overlapping manner.

A linear motor within the meaning of the present invention
comprises, in particular, a plurality of path elements. Each
path element has a specific number of coils. These coils can
preferably all be driven separately from one another, for
example by means of a control apparatus. In particular one or
a plurality of magnetic plates on which a plurality of magnets
are arranged alternately in north and south orientation is/are
arranged on the movable elements, in particular on the slides.
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A magnetic field is generated by means of individual energi-
zation of the individual coils ofthe path elements, such thatan
advancing force is established via the cross product of the
generated field with the field of the moved permanent mag-
nets on the movable elements and the slide or the movable
element becomes regulatable in terms of speed and position.

In this case, the energization of the individual coils is
preferably predefined by the control system or the superordi-
nate control system, thus advantageously resulting in a con-
tinuous movement of the movable elements, in particular the
slides. In this case, the coils can be assigned, from a temporal
point of view, repeatedly to other movable elements, in par-
ticular other slides.

It is thus possible to realize a contactless movement of as
many movable elements, in particular slides, as desired on a
common travel path with a wide variety of geometries merg-
ing into one another, for example a straight line, a circle, an
arc or an S-curve, also continuously in a closed circulation.
Such a closed circulation can also be designated as a closed
system. The movable elements, in particular the slides, gen-
erally do not have, in particular, a cable-based connection to
a fixed path. In this respect, the movable elements, in particu-
lar the slides, are arranged or formed on a travel path in a
manner free of cables. A movable element in such a linear
motor system can also be designated as a passive movable
element, in particular as a passive slide.

In one exemplary embodiment, the position detection
apparatus can also have three excitation coils preferably
arranged in a module, wherein in particular in each case one
or a plurality of secondary coils are assigned to these three
excitation coils. These three excitation coils are arranged
alongside one another at least partly in an overlapping man-
ner. In particular, provision can then be made for the movable
element to have an electrically conductive component having
a length such that all three coils can be covered by means of
the component. In particular, provision can also be made for
the electrically conductive component to have a length such
that the component covers only one or two excitation coils.
Preferably, it is also possible to provide a plurality of electri-
cally conductive components which can have correspond-
ingly different lengths. In particular, the position detection
apparatus comprises a plurality of modules.

An electrically conductive component which covers all
three excitation coils will also induce a corresponding inter-
ference signal in all three excitation coils. An electrically
conductive component which covers only one or two excita-
tion coils can in this respect also only induce an interference
signal in one or in both excitation coils. An identification of a
movable element comprising such electrically conductive
components can thus be achieved. Of course, this principle is
also applicable to more than three excitation coils.

Preferably, it is also possible to provide four or more exci-
tation coils which in particular can be integrated in a module.
Preferably, it is also possible to vary a distance between two
or more electrically conductive components, such that a cor-
responding assignment to a movable element is also made
possible by way of a distance. Generally, the electrically
conductive components can have an identical or a different
geometrical form. Preferably, the components can differ in
terms of their length and/or their width and/or their height
and/or by virtue of their material. In particular, provision can
be made for all the electrically conductive components to be
formed identically apart from one electrically conductive
component, which differs from the other components by vir-
tue of its geometry and/or its material. A movable element
having such a different component can advantageously be
identified uniquely in this respect. Particularly in a closed
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system having a plurality of movable elements, a unique
identifier of one movable element is thus made possible with
the different component, since an order of the elements can-
not change in the closed system.

In an alternative exemplary embodiment, the drive appa-
ratus comprises a rotary motor. Such a rotary motor can be
formed as an electric motor, for example. The movable ele-
ment is preferably formed as a disk that is rotatable by means
of the rotary motor. Preferably, the movable element is
arranged on a motor shaft of the rotary motor. By way of
example, the excitation coil and the secondary coil are
arranged in a stationary manner in the rotary motor, such that
the movable element, in particular the rotatable disk, can
move or rotate above the coils. By way of example, the coils
can be arranged or formed on a circuit board arranged in a
stationary manner, i.e. in a non-moving manner in the event of
arotation of the motor. In particular an angle of rotation of the
movable element, in particular of the rotatable disk, is
detected in the case of the rotary motor.

According to one embodiment, an electrical energy is
transmitted to the movable element by the drive apparatus.
For this purpose, in the case of the linear motor, for example,
in the coils of the linear motor already present along the
movement region or movement path, which generate the
rotating field for the linear movement of the slides, it is
additionally possible to impress a high-frequency current, for
example in the range of a few hundred Hz. The resultant field
can then influence a voltage for example in a receiver coil,
arranged in particular on the movable element, for example
the slide, without the linear movement of the slide being
influenced in this case.

Preferably, however, for such energy transmission it is also
possible to use coils of the linear motor which are not ener-
gized for linear movement force formation at the point in time
of the energy transmission. Such energy transmission along
the travel path in a manner free of cables enables, in particu-
lar, transmission of powers of a few watts per coil. This
advantageously enables wireless transmission of energy to
the moved system, that is to say the slide, for example, with
simultaneous utilization of the electronics and the stationary
part of the motor, that is to say the linear motor, for example,
in particular the coils, for generating the movement force and
the energy transmission.

While the foregoing is directed to and describes embodi-
ments of the present invention, including preferred embodi-
ments, other and further embodiments and preferred embodi-
ments of the invention may be devised without departing from
the basic scope of the invention, the scope of the invention
being determined by the claims that follow.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for detecting a position of a movable element
of'a drive apparatus by means of a position detection appara-
tus comprising at least one excitation coil and a plurality of
secondary coils assigned to the excitation coil,

the excitation coil comprising at least a winding,

the plurality of secondary coils being arranged within the

winding of the excitation coil,

the plurality of secondary coils comprising a first second-

ary coil pair and a second secondary coil pair,

the first secondary coil pair being formed from a first cosi-

nusoidal secondary winding and a first sinusoidal sec-
ondary winding,

the second secondary coil pair being formed from a second

cosinusoidal secondary winding and a second sinusoidal
secondary winding,
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the method comprising the steps of:

applying an electrical excitation pulse to the excitation
coil in order to induce electrical voltages in the sec-
ondary coils,

measuring the electrical voltages of the secondary coils,
and

determining the position of the movable element on the
basis of the measured electrical voltages.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the measured
electrical voltages are sampled and digitized for digital fur-
ther processing.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the excitation
pulse has an amplitude that decreases over time.

4. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein the excitation
pulse has a sinusoidal oscillation that decays over time.

5. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the position
detection apparatus has two excitation coils arranged adja-
cently, the excitation pulse being applied to each of said
excitation coils with a temporal offset.

6. A position detection apparatus for detecting a position of
a movable element of a drive apparatus, comprising:

atleast one excitation coil and a plurality of secondary coils

assigned to the excitation coil,

the excitation coil comprising at least a winding,

the plurality of secondary coils being arranged within the

winding of the excitation coil,

the plurality of secondary coils comprising a first second-

ary coil pair and a second secondary coil pair,

the first secondary coil pair being formed from a first cosi-

nusoidal secondary winding and a first sinusoidal sec-
ondary winding,

the second secondary coil pair being formed from a second

cosinusoidal secondary winding and a second sinusoidal
secondary winding,

and further comprising a pulse generator for applying an

electrical excitation pulse to the excitation coil in order
to induce electrical voltages in the secondary coils and a
detector for measuring the electrical voltages of the sec-
ondary coils.

7. The position detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the detector is connected to an analog-to-digital con-
verter for sampling and digitizing the measured electrical
voltages of the secondary coils.

8. The position detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the pulse generator has an electrical resonant circuit
for harmonizing the excitation pulse.

9. The position detection apparatus as claimed claim 6,
wherein the pulse generator has a logic circuit for forming the
excitation pulse.

10. The position detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the pulse generator has an internal clock generator.

11. The position detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein at least two excitation coils are provided, which are
arranged alongside one another at least partly in an overlap-
ping manner and which are integrated in a module, wherein a
plurality of secondary coils is assigned to each of the excita-
tion coils, the excitation pulse being applied to each of said
excitation coils with a temporal offset.

12. The position detection apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the winding of the excitation coil has a rectangular
form.

13. A drive apparatus comprising a movable element and a
position detection apparatus for detecting a position of the
movable element, the position detection apparatus compris-
ing:

atleast one excitation coil and a plurality of secondary coils

assigned to the excitation coil,
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the excitation coil comprising at least a winding,

the plurality of secondary coils being arranged within the

winding of the excitation coil,

the plurality of secondary coils comprising a first second-

ary coil pair and a second secondary coil pair,

the first secondary coil pair being formed from a first cosi-

nusoidal secondary winding and a first sinusoidal sec-
ondary winding,

the second secondary coil pair being formed from a second

cosinusoidal secondary winding and a second sinusoidal
secondary winding,

and further comprising a pulse generator for applying an

electrical excitation pulse to the excitation coil in order
to induce an electrical voltages in the secondary coils
and a detector for measuring the electrical voltages of
the secondary coils.

14. The drive apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
movable element has at least one electrically conductive com-
ponent for electromagnetically interfering with the electro-
magnetic field induced in the plurality of secondary coils.

15. The drive apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein at
least two excitation coils are provided which are arranged
alongside one another at least partly in an overlapping man-
ner.

16. The drive apparatus as claimed in claim 13, further
comprising a linear motor for displacing the movable ele-
ment.

17. The drive apparatus as claimed in claim 13, further
comprising a rotary motor for rotating the movable element.

18. A method for detecting a position of a movable element
of'a drive apparatus along a travel path by means of a position
detection apparatus comprising:
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at least two excitation coils, which are arranged in an offset
manner in the direction of the travel path, comprising n
windings, wherein n stands for the number of windings,
and
a plurality of secondary coils assigned to each of the exci-
tation coils,
the plurality of secondary coils being arranged within the n
windings of the excitation coil,
the plurality of secondary coils comprising a first second-
ary coil pair and a second secondary coil pair,
the first secondary coil pair being formed from a first cosi-
nusoidal secondary winding and a first sinusoidal sec-
ondary winding,
the second secondary coil pair being formed from a second
cosinusoidal secondary winding and a second sinusoidal
secondary winding,
the method comprising the steps of
applying an electrical excitation pulse to each of the
excitation coils with a temporal offset in order to
induce electrical voltages in the secondary coils,
measuring the electrical voltages of the secondary coils,
and
determining the position of the movable element on the
basis of the measured electrical voltages.
19. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the exci-
tation pulse has a sinusoidal oscillation that decays over time.
20. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the mea-
sured electrical voltages of the secondary coils are directly
sampled and directly digitized for digital further processing.
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